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 Important victories in 2013

Let me begin by stating that 2013 has brought 

us several pieces of good news: 

• Indonesia’s Constitutional Court has invali-

dated the government’s claim to millions of 

hectares of forest land, declaring that “tradi-

tional forest users” shall be given the right to 

manage their customary forests. 

• Indigenous territories and protected areas 

in northeastern Brazil have been merged to 

create a continuous protected area compri-

sing 120,000 km2. 

• The moratorium on new logging conces-

sions was extended by two years in Indone-

sia and remained in force in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. 

• The Peruvian ministry of culture has offi-

cially supported proposals to establish five 

reserves for indigenous peoples living in vo-

luntary isolation, with a total area of almost 

four million hectares. 

Rainforest Foundation Norway’s partner or-

ganizations are the ones who have fought to 

secure these victories, and many more. 

We have made a difference
Now that RFN is on the verge of reaching a 

quarter century of existence, we might ask 

ourselves how the rainforest and its inhabi-

tants would have fared had we, our partners 

and other rainforest guardians not persisted 

for all these years. 

That might best be gauged by reference to 

protected areas. For example, 27 percent of the 

Amazon is now made up of indigenous terri-

tories and a further 21 percent is made up of 

protected areas, together comprising around 3 

million km2.

Alternatively, it can be assessed by looking 

at the decrease in the rate of deforestation in 

Brazil. If Brazil had maintained its rate of de-

forestation from 2004, an additional 162,000 

km2 of forest would have been destroyed, and 

additional amounts of CO2 equal to Germany’s 

total annual emissions would have been relea-

sed into the atmosphere every year.

Or should we consider the fact that the 

World Bank’s plans for commercial logging of 

two thirds of DRC’s rainforest have been hal-

ted?

At any rate, the ones who are on the front 

line here are the many hundreds of members 

of staff of our partner organizations, alongside 

indigenous and forest peoples who have inha-

bited the rainforest for generations. The credit 

goes to them. From its very inception RFN has 

known that the chances of protecting the rain-

forest are best when indigenous peoples gain 

control over their own forest. Credit is there-

fore also due to RFN’s 40 members of staff, 

who have understood that this respect must 

form the foundation of our work. 

How we will halt the destruction
Notwithstanding, the rainforest is still being 

destroyed. Indigenous people continue to be 

among the most discriminated people in the 

world. In the Amazon, companies have made 

plans for road building, mines, plantations, 

petroleum exploitation and hydroelectric dams 

that together will disturb and destroy half of the 

world’s biggest rainforest. In Indonesia, palm 

oil companies – which have been a driving fac-

tor behind the destruction of the country’s ra-

inforest – are planning to double their acreage 

in the course of one decade. If we persist with 

such one-dimensional “development”, most of 

the remaining rainforest will be gone by 2040.

We will do our part to prevent this from 

happening. We will continue our efforts to 1) 

strengthen indigenous organizations and their 

allies among human rights and environmental 

organizations; 2) establish additional territo-

ries to be managed by indigenous peoples; 3) 

develop a sustainable use of these areas that 

can provide good living conditions; and 4) stop 

the forces that destroy the rainforest. 

Regarding the last, we have made remarka-

ble progress through consumer campaigns on 

palm oil and tropical timber and direct work 

with investors such as Norway’s Government 

Pension Fund Global. 

In 2014, we commemorate our 25th anni-

versary. The next 25 will decide if the rainforest 

is to survive. 

Dag Hareide

Executive director 

Rainforest Foundation Norway

3 MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

As we leave 2013 behind, we are preparing to celebrate our 25th anniversary. We do so 
knowing that the next 25 years will be decisive for the rainforest. 
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MAY: King Harald visits the rainforest
Following an invitation from RFN, His Majesty King Harald was able 
to fulfill his long-held dream of visiting the rainforest. For four days, he 
lived with the Yanomami people deep in the Brazilian Amazon. Over 
the course of his stay, the King was served traditional food and accom-
panied tribespeople into the forest to witness how they gather food. 

MARCH: Norway slashes palm oil holdings
The Government Pension Fund Global divests its shares in 23 palm 
oil companies – among them Wilmar, which in 2012 was ranked “the 
least environmentally friendly company in the world”. The companies 
operate in Southeast Asia, and are deemed to produce palm oil in an 
unsustainable way. The decision is strongly influenced by RFN’s cam-
paign against palm oil. 

FEBRUARY: Pulp and paper giant commits
One of the largest pulp and paper producers in the world, Asia Pulp 
and Paper, announces that it will halt its destruction of Indonesia’s 
rainforest after more than a hundred international customers cancel 
their contracts with the company. APP has, among other things, de-
stroyed areas of rainforest inhabited by the endangered orangutan. 

JANUARY: New executive director
Dag Hareide  takes up a two-year temporary position as executive direc-
tor of Rainforest Foundation Norway. Hareide was the initial chair of 
RFN’s board of directors when the organization, in its humble begin-
nings, consisted of just one paid member of staff – and has since ser-
ved as secretary general of Friends of the Earth Norway, among other 
things. Hareide declares that the appointment “is like coming home”.

JUNE: Mentawai plantations shelved
The local population on the island of Siberut (pictured), which forms 
part of the Mentawai Islands archipelago off the western coast of Su-
matra in Indonesia, are given a welcome respite when two palm oil 
companies are denied a renewal of their permits to establish oil palm 
plantations. RFN’s local partner in the area, the organization YCMM, 
is delighted with the result. 

APRIL: Oil disaster in Peru’s rainforest
The Peruvian government declares an environmental state of emergen-
cy in the northern region of Loreto, which for years has suffered from 
contamination from the country’s biggest oil fields. The oil company 
Pluspetrol is ordered to implement cleanup measures. These develop-
ments represent a breakthrough for the region’s indigenous organiza-
tions, to which RFN, among others, provides support. 
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JULY: The palm oil campaign spreads
RFN’s sister organization in the United Kingdom, RFUK, launches a 
palm oil campaign based on the same model as our highly successful 
campaign in Norway. Through the campaign and product guide “Appe-
tite for Destruction?”, RFUK urges consumers and producers to steer 
clear of palm oil in food products.  

SEPTEMBER: Fierce struggle over the Amazon
RFN releases the report “Human rights and resource conflicts in the 
Amazon”. The report documents how heightened conflicts over natural 
resources and territories are resulting in widespread violations of the 
rights of indigenous peoples and intensifying attacks on human rights 
activists in the region. 

NOVEMBER: The Pygmies’ own festival
The DRC’s Pygmies arrange their own festival for the first time in his-
tory. The festival is seen as a significant symbolic victory and a means 
of focusing the spotlight on the Pygmies’ circumstances and lack of 
rights in a country in which it was impossible only a few years ago 
to advance indigenous issues. RFN’s partner, the indigenous network 
DGPA, organizes the festival. 

AUGUST: Massive land grab uncovered
A new study shows that logging companies are seeking palm oil conces-
sions as a means of circumventing restrictions on industrial logging on 
customary lands in Papua New Guinea, clearing the rainforest and lea-
ving the land fallow. RFN’s partners demand reparative action from the 
authorities following the scandal, labeled the “world’s biggest land grab”. 

OCTOBER: Week-long protest
1,000 indigenous people from across Brazil engage in a week-long protest 
in front of the Congress in the capital, Brasilia. The protest follows the tab-
ling of several legislative bills which, if passed, will weaken their fundamen-
tal rights and lead to the further destruction of the rainforest. The pressure 
to amend the laws comes from a powerful agribusiness lobby seeking to di-
minish indigenous peoples’ constitutional territorial rights, among others. 

DECEMBER: Zero deforestation commitment
The palm oil company Wilmar announces that it will eliminate defo-
restation from its supply chain. In addition, the new policy commits 
Wilmar to uphold stringent standards on human rights, including in-
digenous rights, and to create a transparent sourcing network with full 
traceability. The policy is announced only a few months after Norway’s 
Government Pension Fund Global divests its shares in the company, 
accused of deforestation on a massive scale. 
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“rainforest foundation norway’s local part-

ners are feeling the effects of intensifying con-

flicts over natural resources in the rainforest, 

and point to a lack of democratic participation 

as well as human rights violations related to 

large-scale construction and resource ex-

traction projects”. Thus begins RFN’s report 

“Human rights and resource conflicts in the 

Amazon”, which was released in September 

2013. The report paints a stark picture: 

• The UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation 

of Human Rights Defenders reports that 

human rights defenders working on land 

and environmental issues in South America 

are more exposed to physical attacks than 

those in other parts of the world. 

• Over the last decade, almost 80 percent of 

all killings of persons working to safeguard 

the rights of indigenous peoples to land and 

to natural resources occurred in the Ama-

zon countries of Brazil, Peru and Colombia. 

• In Peru, there has been an almost threefold 

rise in the number of social conflicts since 

2008, socioenvironmental conflicts compri-

sing two thirds of the total number. In Boli-

via, the number of social conflicts has more 

than tripled, and in Brazil, disputes over 

land and territories are at a ten-year high.

• The Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights reports that baseless criminal actions 

are systematically being brought against 

human rights defenders in the region. 

• Indigenous and human rights activists con-

tend that current developments in the Brazi-

lian Amazon are in many ways a regression 

to previous political and economic models 

that emphasized centralized growth without 

taking into account environmental conside-

rations or the rights of minorities. 

The report shows that RFN and our partners in 

the Amazon are working in a testing political 

climate. While earlier victories in the struggle 

for the Amazon were characterized by the ex-

pansion of rights and the establishment of new 

indigenous territories, last year’s successes lar-

gely revolved around avoiding major setbacks. 

While RFN runs projects in five Amazon 

countries and Paraguay, we have for a number 

of years espoused an approach that sees the 

Amazon as one big ecosystem that transcends 

national boundaries. For this reason, we also 

work on a regional level in all Amazon coun-

tries. In a context in which rights are under 

heavy pressure in several countries, it is impor-

tant to exert influence on key regional actors. 

Last year we contributed to the establishment 

of the first forum in which representatives of 

Brazilian civil society are able to enter into 

dialogue with the powerful Brazilian Develop-

ment Bank (BNDES). A similar forum under 

the remit of the Union of South American Na-

tions (UNASUR) was also formally approved 

with the help of our partners in the region. 

Congress the arena for the  
struggle over the forest
In May 2012, the Brazilian Congress adopted a 

new forest law that weakened the protection of 

the Amazon rainforest. The legislative amend-

ment was pushed through by the agribusiness 

lobby, as a reaction against the great advances 

Brazil has made since 2005 in the realm of 

forest protection. In 2013, the rate of deforesta-

tion in the Brazilian Amazon increased by 28 

percent compared to 2012. While it is too early 

to say whether this is the start of a new trend, 

there are strong indications that the increase 

in deforestation can be linked to the legisla-

tive amendment, not least because the latter 

weakened the protection of privately owned 

forest. Large parts of the increase in deforesta-

tion in 2013 took place on private land. 

Our work in Brazil last year was marked 

by the fact that the pressure on indigenous 

peoples and protected areas was redoubled. 

The agribusiness lobby was behind extensive 

campaigns designed to create a sense among 

the general public that indigenous peoples are 

in possession of too much land and that the 

rights whose recognition they have secured 

are excessive. In addition, the lobby attemp-

ted to bring about constitutional amendments 

that would open up existing indigenous terri-

tories to natural resource extraction and that 

would shift decision-making authority over the 

establishment of indigenous territories from 

the executive to the legislative branch of go-

vernment. The former would entail increased 

deforestation and would have dramatic conse-

quences for the country’s indigenous peoples, 

while the latter would, in practice, block the 

establishment of new indigenous territories, 

owing to the current distribution of seats in 

the Congress. There are currently 83 proposed 

legislative bills in the Congress that threaten 

indigenous territories and protected areas. 

These legislative amendments were stalled 

last year, thanks to advocacy work, demonstra-

tions, and media scrutiny. Our local partners 

played a central role in these efforts. Even 

though the proposed legislative bills will be 

tabled once again in 2014, the sustained pres-

sure on the Amazon rainforest has all the 

while made it possible for our partners to high-

light these threats to a much higher degree 

than before to the Brazilian public. In Brasilia, 

1,000 indigenous people undertook a week-

long protest. At the same time, demonstrations 

took place in 17 states, attended by more than 

15,000 people in total. These are the biggest 

demonstrations in favor of indigenous rights 

in Brazil in recent times. The agribusiness 

lobby’s campaigning has thus created a space 

for a countercampaign portraying a different 

reality in the Amazon than the one put across 

by the lobby. In 2013, this made the general pu-

blic begin to question the rhetoric of the agri-

business lobby to a greater extent than before.

RFN helped secure several concrete results 

in Brazil in 2013: A continuous protected area 

extending over 120,000 km2  was established 

on the Guyana Plateau in the country’s north-

east; our partners have helped ensure the 

adoption of an integrated national policy for 

the management of indigenous territories; and 

The Amazon under intensifying pressure

THE AMAZON

RAINFOREST FOUNDATION NORWAY 
IN SOUTH AMERICA
RFN provides support to projects 
in Brazil, Peru, Paraguay, Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Venezuela. Through various 
networks, we also operate in French 
Guiana, Guyana, Suriname and Colombia.

Venezuela

Brasil

Ecuador

Peru

Paraguay

Bolivia
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large areas north of the Juruá River in western 

Brazil were spared natural gas operations. 

However, bearing in mind the demanding 

political circumstances, we must conclude 

that our most significant result last year was 

the halting of proposed legislative bills that 

would entail a weakening of the protection of 

the rainforest and of the rights of indigenous 

peoples. 

Increasing attention paid to isolated 
indigenous tribes
In Peru, we are finding that the bureaucracy, 

to a somewhat higher degree than before, is 

addressing the issues concerning indigenous 

groups living in voluntary isolation from wider 

national society. RFN collaborates with various 

organizations working to set up control posts 

to keep intruders away from the isolated tribes, 

and the authorities are paying increased atten-

tion to this work. Our partner AIDESEP was be-

hind a proposal to establish five new territorial 

reserves for these “uncontacted peoples”. Last 

year, the proposal received official endorsement 

from the Peruvian ministry of culture, the body 

tasked with protecting the country’s indigenous 

population. Such territorial reserves are of vital 

importance, as contact with outsiders can have 

fatal consequences for the isolated groups – 

mainly because of the danger of disease. 

This process is to be completed within a 

five-year period, but previous experience sug-

gests that good intentions on the part of the 

authorities are not always sufficient to secure 

binding political resolutions in Peru. We have 

seen many promising processes come to a 

halt when hearings are conducted on them in 

a whole range of ministries and directorates. 

Our partners continue this work in 2014. 

Following long-term pressure from PUIN-

AMUDT, a confederation of indigenous or-

ganizations, in 2012 the Peruvian authorities 

were forced to face up to the reality of extensive 

oil contamination in the region of Loreto in 

northern Peru. The oil company Pluspetrol was 

issued a fine of USD 11 million for extensive 

pollution within a protected area. Neverthe-

less, the petroleum industry is pressing ahead 

with attempts to gain permission to engage in 

petroleum exploration activities in additional 

rainforest areas.  Accordingly, our local part-

ners have in 2013 demanded that consultation 

processes be undertaken before further petro-

leum activities are considered. The purpose 

of such processes would be to ensure that the 

rights of indigenous peoples are respected. 

In the neighboring country of Ecuador, we 

are working on a climate program that – by way 

of information activities and training – seeks 

to shed light on the link between the rights of 

indigenous peoples and forest management 

on the one hand and climate change on the 

other. At the same time, the political situation 

is challenging in Ecuador, too. In December, 

the human rights organization Pachamama 

was closed down by the authorities without 

warning. RFN declared that this was represen-

tative of a perilous trend whereby the authori-

ties are to an increasing degree obstructing the 

work of civil society organizations. 

Indigenous movement hamstrung
In Bolivia, it became clear last year that the aut-

horities are shelving plans to build a highway 

through the protected area and indigenous 

territory of TIPNIS. RFN’s partner organiza-

tion CIDOB, the confederation of indigenous 

peoples of the Bolivian Amazon, has fought 

against this controversial road building project 

for a number of years, but the victory appears 

to be a Pyrrhic one. In 2012, president Evo Mo-

rales established a parallel, government friend-

ly leadership within CIDOB, with the intention 

of silencing a critical voice. The result was a 

deep split within CIDOB, and the organization 

was all but paralyzed in 2013. This has been 

a heavy blow for the indigenous movement, 

while it has forced RFN to reduce the level of 

our collaboration with the organization and 

consider whether to wind it down completely. 

The situation in Paraguay is not much 

brighter, as the conservative Colorado Party 

has regained power. The party pursues a set 

of policies that place little emphasis on the 

environment, but rather pursues deforestation 

with all the more vigor. According to the Uni-

versity of Maryland, the Chaco region is sub-

ject to the world’s highest rate of deforestation, 

with an average of 1,100 hectares deforested 

every single day. The situation in the Chaco 

is so critical that our partners last year direc-

ted all their efforts towards this region in an 

attempt to halt the deforestation. As a means 

of ensuring that the region’s indigenous peo-

ples are consulted and their rights respected, 

last year an indigenous peoples’ council was 

established which will engage in dialogue with 

regional authorities in the Chaco. 

In Venezuela, we are supporting the efforts 

to establish a territory for the country’s Yano-

mami population, equal to the one that already 

exists in Brazil. The Yanomami in Brazil and 

Venezuela have for a number of years lived 

with the threat of gold miners invading their 

lands. As the Yanomami in Brazil have secu-

red legal recognition of their own territory, the 

hunt for gold has increasingly moved across 

the border to Venezuela. This is one of the 

reasons why we are advocating for a common 

Yanomami territory straddling the border bet-

ween the two countries.  
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THE SOURCE OF STRIFE: The struggle for the Amazon rainforest’s natural resources is harde-
ning, as documented by RFN in a report last year. At the same time, being an environmental and 
human rights activist in South America is becoming ever more dangerous. 
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A Ray of Light for Indigenous People

THE RAINFOREST FOUNDATION 
NORWAY IN CENTRAL AFRICA 
Rainforest Foundation Norway has sup-
ported projects in DRC since 2003. The 
world’s second largest rainforest is loca-
ted in the Congo Basin.

Democratic  
Republic of the Congo

in 2013 Rainforest Foundation Norway worked 

together with human rights and environmental 

organisations in Congolese civil society, in an 

attempt to persuade the national authorities to 

recognise the rights of the country’s indigenous 

population, the pygmy people. They are the 

most discriminated group in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC) and it is a difficult 

and time-consuming process. An important 

part of the work in 2013 was to raise their status 

amongst political circles and in society in gene-

ral. Our partner the DGPA (an organisation of 

indigenous peoples), organised the country’s 

first indigenous peoples’ festival. And together 

we made a step in the right direction towards 

persuading the Congolese government to sup-

port a draft for a new law that will protect the 

rights of indigenous peoples, as well as the rati-

fication of ILO convention 169. This is a legally 

binding international convention aimed spe-

cifically at protecting and creating respect for 

indigenous peoples’ way of life and to prevent 

the discrimination. The DGPA aims to present 

a proposal for a new law, protecting the rights 

of indigenous peoples, to the parliament in the 

DRC in 2014. 

Drawing up new boundaries
Nature conservation in the DRC has historical-

ly been focussed on the conservation of flora 

and fauna, often at the expense of the people 

who live in the area. But 2013 might be looked 

back on as the year when the Congolese aut-

horities and international conservation orga-

nisations moved away from stricter forms of 

conservation, and turned toward approaches 

which also take into account the people who 

live in forest. Rainforest Foundation Norway 

has always argued that the local population 

need to be included in conservation projects. 

We finally saw a result in a nature reserve in 

the eastern Itombwe region last year. The bo-

undaries were re-drawn in cooperation with 

the local population. Rainforest Foundation 

Norway and our partner, Africapacity, worked 

together with other local organisations to set 

up lines of communication between the local 

population, the authorities and conservation 

organisations. This kind of inclusive approach 

to creating conservation areas, which is based 

on the local populations’ traditional land and 

resource rights is pioneering for conservation 

in the DRC.

Indigenous people to the Supreme Court
In the 70’s and 80’s around 6000 pygmies 

were banished from their native land when 

the Kahuzi-Biéga national park in Eastern 

Congo was created. These indigenous people 

now live in the border zone around the park 

and are subjected to extreme forms of discri-

mination. They are, amongst other things, for-

ced to work as slaves for other ethnic groups. 

The indigenous people have brought a case to 

court against the Congolese authorities in an 

attempt to restore their rights in the national 

park. The case has dragged out over several 

years and they have already lost two cases, but 

in December 2013 the case finally made it to 

the Supreme Court in Kinshasa. Rainforest Fo-

undation Norway and our partner ERND will 

wait to see how the case develops in the Supre-

me Court for at least a year. If the court doesn’t 

process the case within a reasonable time or 

passes a judgment which affirms earlier judg-

ments, the complainants will consider taking 

the case further to the African Commission on 

Human and Peoples’ Rights.

Evaluation of internal crises
The implementation of the forest conserva-

tion programme REDD+ (Reducing Emissions 

from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) 

has strengthened the local population’s role in 

forest management. Congo’s authorities and 

civil society have also received a lot of internati-

onal pressure particularly from the UN and the 

World Bank. They have pushed for a more or-

ganised and formal involvement of the World 

Bank. This has, however, caused a number of 

internal crises within local organisations. So 

much so that in 2013 Rainforest Foundation 

Norway’s partner GTCR (a network of over 

300 civil society organisations throughout the 

country) had to assess how to continue their 

work with the REDD+ process in an inclusive 

and effective way. An extensive evaluation of 

civil society’s role in the REDD+ process since 

2009 has resulted in a new agreement. In 2013 

civil society committed to the restructuring 

and development of a participatory strategy for 

its work in the REDD+ process with the sup-

port of the UN’s development program and 

RFN.

Photo: Sofi Lundin

breakthrough: In november 2013 indi-

genous peoples in Congo arranged for the 

first time their own festival shedding light 

on the life of the pygmy people. 
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It was decided in January 2013 that RFN 

would start work in Myanmar. The rainforest 

in this country is subject to widespread illegal 

logging and timber smuggling has been ex-

tensive for many decades. RFN’s involvement 

will involve work in the Natma Taung national 

park in the Chin State. We will contribute to 

the mapping of resource use and biodiversity 

of the area. We will also help build the capacity 

of the environmental movement in Myanmar 

and strengthen their role in the process of 

democratisation. In 2013 we met parliamen-

tarians from Mayanmar and informed them 

of how civil society in Norway works with the 

Norwegian parliament.

The Mentawai Islands are safe for the time being
The palm oil industry is the main cause of 

destruction of the rainforest in Indonesia and 

Malaysia. The local population of the Mentawai 

Islands, along with RFN and other organisa-

tions, have been fighting against the building 

of plantations for many years. June 2013 saw a 

huge victory in this battle. The rainforest on the 

Mentawai Islands is safe for now after two palm 

oil companies were unable to get their licences 

renewed. The fight is not over yet though and 

RFN will continue to support the local popu-

lation and their organisations in their work to 

preserve the Mentawai Islands’ rainforest.

The world’s first rainforest minister
Indonesia is the world’s third largest green-

house gas emitter. Eighty percent of these 

emissions are produced by the forestry and 

agricultural sectors. In 2010 the Stoltenberg 

government offered the Indonesian authori-

ties up to six billion Norwegian kroner if they 

were able to document reduced greenhouse 

gas emissions from deforestation. This offer 

is still valid under the current government. 

It is therefore an important step in the right 

direction that in 2013 Indonesia was the first 

country in the world to appoint a Rainforest 

Minister. Heru Prasetyo’s job is to halt defo-

restation and he answers directly to the Pre-

sident. In 2011 Indonesia implemented a two-

year moratorium on the issuing of permits for 

logging, plantations and mining in primary 

forests and on peat lands. This was extended 

to 2015 after considerable pressure from RFN, 

our partners and other environmentalists. 

Another breakthrough happened in 2013 when 

the Indonesian Constitutional Court ruled that 

forest people should have rights to their tradi-

tional forest areas that are located inside the 

national forest area. This could mean that up 

to 35 million people get their rights recognised 

and that large areas of the rainforest, which are 

currently governed by palm oil plantations and 

other concessions, will be given back to the in-

digenous community.

Extensive land thefts in Papua New Guinea
The results of a long awaited report on land 

grabbing in Papua New Guinea, known inter-

nationally as «one of the world’s largest land 

grabs», were published in August 2013. The 

report exposed legal antics on a massive scale.  

Commercial companies lease large areas of ra-

inforest under the pretence of establishing palm 

oil plantations. Instead they log the forest, sell 

the timber and leave the land fallow. The report 

showed that the majority of land deals made 

in PNG over the past few years are invalid and 

that the motivation behind these deals is short-

term gain. It was a breakthrough for RFN and 

our partners that the report was made public. 

We now need to work to persuade the govern-

ment to take the report seriously and reverse the 

land deals which have taken over 5 million hec-

tares of land away from local villagers all over 

the country. A new law was also presented in 

Parliament in 2013 to establish an independent 

commission against corruption. Civil society in 

PNG has insisted for a long time that the co-

untry needs an independent commission that is 

able work undisturbed with the many corrup-

tion cases found within the country.

Initiating work in Myanmar

RAINFOREST 
FOUNDATION 
NORWAY IN ASIA 
AND OCEANIA
Rainforest Foundation 
Norway supports projects 
in Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea, 
Malaysia and Myanmar.

Papua
New- Guinea

Myanmar

Malaysia

Indonesia

Foto: R
egnskogfondet

daily life in myanmar: A woman from the village of Saw Laung near Natma Taung National Park 
in the Chin province is identifying medicinal plants.
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friday the 8th of march 2013 was a mile-

stone in Rainforest Foundation Norway’s year-

long efforts to to draw attention to the palm 

oil industry’s destruction in Indonesia and 

Malaysia. On that day Norges Bank (Norway’s 

central bank) announced that the Government 

Pension Fund Global (the Oil Fund) had with-

drawn its investments from 23 palm oil com-

panies that were not considered to operate in 

a sustainable manner. This decision meant 

that Norway’s investments in the palm oil 

industry were reduced by 40 percent. One of 

the companies that was removed from the Oil 

Fund’s investment portfolio was Wilmar from 

Singapore. The company has for years been 

accused of massive rainforest destruction, and 

only months before the Oil Fund’s decision the 

company was ranked by Newsweek as the envi-

ronmentally worst company in the world.

The Oil Fund is the world’s largest sovereign 

wealth fund and RFN hoped that its withdra-

wal would be a wake up call for the palm oil 

industry. The answer came 9 months later: 

Wilmar promised that they would no longer 

produce palm oil that destroys the rainforest or 

buy palm oil from companies that are involved 

in rainforest destruction. They also promised 

to impose stringent requirements for human 

rights, including the rights of indigenous peo-

ples, and that their products will be fully tra-

ceable at all levels. The new policies would be 

implemented immediately for their own opera-

tions and by the end of 2015 for their subcon-

tractors.

Wilmar’s decision was not only motivated 

by the Oil Fund’s withdrawal. During 2013 

the company was under heavy pressure from 

numerous environmental organisations, in-

cluding Rainforest Foundation Norway and 

Greenpeace, who demanded that palm oil be 

traceable to individual plantations and that 

suppliers must be able to guarantee that pro-

duction does not lead to rainforest destruction.

Norges Bank requests our help
On the 31st of December 2013 the Oil Fund had 

investments of 130.5 billion Norwegian kroner 

in companies that operate within rainforest 

regions. In addition to demanding divestment 

from the worst companies, RFN has for the 

past 7 years also demanded that the Oil Fund 

use its ownership status to reduce deforesta-

tion. In the autumn of 2012 Norges Bank an-

nounced that the Oil Fund would exercise this 

kind of active ownership, without specifying 

how they aimed to do so.

This was not made any clearer over the co-

ming months, and in June 2013 the Norwegian 

Parliament signaled impatience as the White 

Paper on the management of the Oil Fund was 

being treated by the Finance Committee. The 

committee issued a statement requesting «that 

Norges Bank be more concrete in what they 

will expect from the companies.» This was in 

line with the input given by RFN to the com-

mittee members prior to the treatment.

In the wake of the Parliament’s recommen-

dations, RFN elaborated a report on the tools 

available for Norges Bank to avoid that the Oil 

Fund contribute to deforestation. The response 

was positive: Norges Bank asked us to contri-

bute to creating a new database which should 

register deforestation risk on three levels (geo-

graphical, business sector and company). The 

database is to function as a tool for the Oil 

Fund’s investors. This request marks an impor-

tant change in Norges Bank’s approach to RFN; 

from sparse dialogue to possible cooperation, 

where Norges Bank seeks our expertise on de-

forestation.

We note, however, that Norges Bank still 

does not disclose how it conducts its active ow-

nership. We do not know what they communi-

cate to companies, what demands they make 

and what deadlines they give. Since this makes 

it difficult to evaluate their active ownership 

performance, our key demand for increased 

transparency in this field still remain.

Six out of ten say no to palm oil
In the summer of 2013 the company Infact car-

ried out a survey on behalf of RFN that sho-

wed that six out of ten Norwegians think it is 

unacceptable to use palm oil in food products. 

The survey was carried out in the wake of the 

successful campaign run by RFN and the en-

vironmental organisation “Green Living” to 

reduce the use of palm oil in Norwegian food 

products. The campaign was extended to the 

fast food and restaurant sectors in 2013. Burger 

King stood out with the by far most extensive 

use of palm oil. Other fast-food chains also 

scored badly because they deep-fry mostly in 

pure palm oil. The results were listed in RFN’s 

palm oil guide, the consumer tool for avoiding 

palm oil.

The campaign from 2012 to reduce the use 

of palm oil in foods continued to give results in 

2013. In February a main biscuit manufacturer 

(Sætre) promised to cut its use of palm oil by 

500 tons by the end of 2014. And in November, 

entering the Christmas season, many producers 

announced that they offered gingerbread biscu-

its and dough free from palm oil. Several taco 

producers also announced that all palm oil had 

now been removed from their taco products. 

RFN also conducted its yearly timber survey. 

We were present at the Boat Show «The Sea is 

for Everyone» in March. We examined 17 boat 

models from eight Norwegian manufacturers. 

The results were discouraging. None of the ma-

nufacturers offered rainforest-free alternatives 

to the more traditional teak. All the boats we 

examined contained tropical timber. Our vo-

luntary timber inspectors investigated the retail 

market. Parquet flooring came out worst.

All together we found 14 shops and chains, 

including kitchen and furniture manufactu-

rers, that sold products made from rainforest 

timber. The results are published every year so 

that Norwegian consumers may have the op-

tion to choose rainforest free products. 

In December we revealed that threatened tim-

ber was used in sixty-eight new buildings. Seve-

ral belonged to highly profiled building projects 

such as the Oslo high-end Barcode Project, IT-

Fornebu and Stavanger Airport. The list includes 

private buildings but also municipal and govern-

ment buildings. This is despite the fact that it is 

prohibited to use tropical timber in government 

buildings and that many municipalities have a 

zero tolerance for the use of tropical timber. 

Breakthrough with the Pension Fund

POLICY AND CAMPAIGNS 

RFN’S POLICY AND CAMPAIGN WORK
• The Policy and Campaign Division is 

a key player in the Norwegian political 
debate on rainforest protection and 
support to indigenous peoples and the 
environment.

• The dividion monitors REDD+, the 
State Budget and the Norwegian rain-
forest billions, government White Pa-
pers on foreign aid and the Oil Fund’s 
investment policy. 

• The division identifies commercial 
products which contribute to the de-
struction of the rainforest and informs 
Norwegian consumers and companies 
how they can avoid them. 
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The prime minister cuts in rainforest funding
In November the government proposed a cut 

of 400 million kroner in Norway’s ambitious 

funding of  rainforest protection. RFN objec-

ted strongly to this and argued that Norway’s 

support to rainforest protection has helped 

reduce deforestation in Brasil by seventy-five 

percent and has initiated a series of impor-

tant reforms in Indonesia. We feared that ra-

inforest countries would perceive the cuts as 

reduced willingness to pay for standing fore-

sts. RFN initiated talks with all political parties 

in Parliament and by December two thirds of 

the cuts were returned to the Norwegian forest 

initiative. The initiative was also extended until 

2020. 

While Norway pledges 2.8 billion kroner 

annually to forest countries that can document 

reduced deforestation, the search for additional 

contributors continued at the UN climate con-

ference in Warsaw. Since 2008 climate confe-

rences have worked to attract contributors by 

developing a regulatory framework for the 

REDD+ programme, whose goal is to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation. 

This regulatory framework was finally appro-

ved at the climate conference in Warsaw, repre-

senting an important step towards the goal of 

large-scale rainforest protection. UN countries 

are now in agreement on the terms and condi-

tions that forest countries must comply with 

to receive funds for protecting the rainforest, 

and there is also a plan for how REDD+ will be 

financed. Even though there is now agreement 

on the general framework, there are still details 

to be discussed at the next climate conference 

in Lima in December. Every year RFN provides 

input to the negotiating teams. 

RFN also engages in the UPR process in 

the Human Rights Council in Geneva. The 

Universal Periodic Review is a mechanism 

where by UN’s 193 member countries are as-

sessed by other countries on the implemen-

tation of their human rights obligations. UN 

countries are reviewed every four years, and 

Malaysia was up for its second review last year. 

In 2009 seven countries commented directly 

or indirectly on the situation of indigenous 

peoples in Malaysia. Last year, however, eleven 

countries recommended, in much more expli-

cit terms, that Malaysia ensure the rights of in-

digenous peoples. The improvement reflected 

the fact that many UN delegates had received 

concrete input from RFN and our partners in 

Malaysia. This is an important political signal 

to Malaysia. It is also an important process for 

human rights organisations in Malaysia who 

receive increased attention to their concerns 

both nationally and internationally. 

POLICY AND CAMPAIGNS 
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not an oil rush: The Oil Fund withdrew its investments from 23 palm oil companies in 2013. In February of the same year our magazine 
“Rainforest” talked to this man, Sarwepin, who told us about broken promises, illegal logging and polluted rivers since the arrival of the palm oil 
industry to his district in Borneo.



2013 was the year Norwegians came closer to the rain-

forest than ever before. King Harald’s visit to the Amazon 

headlined almost all of the major newspapers and was top 

story in NRK and TV2. Palm oil in cosmetics and food, 

tropical timber in Bjørvika and the Oil Fund’s investments 

also received substantial coverage. Figures from the 

media-monitoring agency Retriever reveal that RFN was 

mentioned in a total of 996 articles in Norwegian media 

in 2013. This is an increase of 29 percent from 2012 (615 

articles), and an increase of 48 percent compared to 2011 

(522 articles). Through the media, we were able to gene-

rate debate around questions like the The Oil Fund’s in-

vestments in rainforest destructive activities and the im-

portance of the new government supporting human rights 

in Amazon countries. 

The King in a hammock 
Pictures of the King visiting the Yanomami Indians in the 

Amazon, wandering through the rainforest and relaxing in 

a hammock spread throughout Norway in May. The spokes-

person of the Yanomani, Daví Kopenawa, also visited No-

raway in conjunction with the release of  RFN’s report on 

«Human Rights and Resource Conflicts in the Amazon». 

While he was here he was able to meet with the King again, 

this time at the Palace. 

In September, RFN, Friends of the Earth Norway, “The 

Environmental agents” – an environmental organisation for 

children, and The Development Fund opened their new En-

vironmental House in Mariboes Gate in Oslo. Among the 

guests were the Crown Prince and Crown Princess, accom-

panied by  environmental agent HRH Ingrid Alexandra. 

Many environmentalists visited, getting added insight into 

the organisations’ work. 

Lectures and the social media
In 2013 we made an effort to meet with rainforest enthu-

siasts all over Norway. The organisation’s director Dag 

Hareide gave several talks arousing considerable interest. 

School children came to visit us at our office and we em-

ployed 25 young «interns» in our communications depart-

ment with their own office in Mortenåsen kindergarten 

in Tønsberg. Along with increased interest in the media, 

we also experienced a rise in activity in social media. By 

the end of the year we had 15 000 followers on Facebook 

and many were active in discussions on consumer issues 

and the Oil Fund’s investments. There was also increased 

activity on Twitter. People discussed the use of palm oil, 

tropical timber and Norway’s role in the rainforest. 

A Good Year for 
Media Attention

in print: Facsimiles from the national newspapers 

Aftenposten and Dagbladet. Topics are palm oil, the Oil 

Fund and the King’s visit to the Amazon, all of which 

boosted our reputation last year. 

COMMUNICATION 12
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rainforest foundation norway (RFN) is an 

organization working to preserve the world’s 

rainforests and secure the rights of indigenous 

peoples. We collaborate with more than 100 

local environmental, human rights and indi-

genous organizations in Southeast Asia, Cen-

tral Africa and the Amazon. 

In Norway we work to raise awareness 

about the rainforest, prevent Norwegian policy 

and business interests from contributing to its 

destruction, and strengthen policy and practi-

ces that preserve it. 

RFN was founded in 1989, and is today 

Europe’s leading organization within rain-

forest protection. We are part of the interna-

tional Rainforest Foundation network, with 

sister organizations in the United States and 

the United Kingdom. RFN’s offices are in Ma-

riboes gate 8 in Oslo. 

Our operations are funded by public autho-

rities, private donors and sponsors. RFN has 

five Norwegian organizations as members: Fri-

ends of the Earth Norway, Young Friends of the 

Earth Norway, Children’s Friends of the Earth 

Norway, the Development Fund, and The Fu-

ture in Our Hands. 

Continued operations
The annual accounts are based on the assump-

tion of continuation of RFN’s operations, as 

there are no factors, in the view of the board, 

which would indicate otherwise. RFN’s finan-

ces are to a significant degree based on multi-

year contracts with Norwegian authorities re-

garding long-term development cooperation. 

These contracts have in common that grant 

amounts are stated, subject to parliamentary 

budget decisions. Changing priorities in aid 

policy that affect the granting of funds to the 

organization therefore represent the biggest 

risk to RFN’s financial development. 

The board’s strategy for the next five years 

places particular emphasis on the importance 

of international fundraising activities, as well 

as consolidating income streams from both the 

business community and private donors on the 

Norwegian market, with a view to strengthe-

ning the organization’s finances and reducing 

dependency on Norwegian public funding. 

Assuming that no significant downturn oc-

curs within these areas, RFN anticipates mo-

derate growth over the coming years. Market 

risk for RFN is primarily linked to reputational 

risk that reduces our ability to raise public and 

private funds. 

Working environment and members of staff
RFN maintains internal control for health, sa-

fety and environment. A distinct set of safety 

instructions and a Code of Conduct have been 

prepared. In the spring of 2013, the organizati-

on relocated to new premises in Mariboes gate. 

The new office space is modern and well adap-

ted to our operations. All members of staff are 

once again gathered on one floor. The working 

environment committee held three meetings 

in the course of 2013. 

An employee satisfaction survey, “Great Place 

to Work”, has been carried out among all mem-

bers of staff. Based on the survey’s findings, mea-

sures have been adopted within selected areas. 

The members of staff are organized through the 

union Handel og Kontor, while RFN is a mem-

ber of the employers’ organization Virke. 

Total sick leave in 2013 was at 3.31 percent, 

divided into 0.92 percent self-reported sick 

leave and 2.93 percent medically certified sick 

leave. There has been a 0.8 percent increase in 

total sick leave compared to 2012. There were 

no reports of serious injuries or accidents in 

connection with our operations in 2013. 

Gender equality
RFN practices an equal opportunities policy. At 

the close of 2013, the staff was made up of 17 

men and 23 women. The board was composed 

of four men and five women. 

Environmental reporting
RFN is certified by Eco-Lighthouse and adheres 

to the accompanying guidelines. The relocation 

to new premises in June 2013 brought with it 

more waste production than normal. 65 per-

cent of the refuse was recycled according to its 

source materials. Our new office space has sen-

sor controlled lighting and lower energy con-

sumption. Total CO2 emissions from energy 

consumption and air travel during 2013 were 

at 225.3 tons. The number of environmentally 

certified suppliers has risen by two since 2012. 

The number of return flights totaled 125 in 2013. 

Annual accounts
The annual accounts provide a satisfactory 

description of RFN’s allocations and financial 

position at the close of the financial year. 

Financial position
It is the view of the board that RFN’s finan-

cial position is satisfactory. Equity is NOK 

21,461,338, versus NOK 19,080,346 at the close 

of 2012, while total assets are 39,622,480 in 

2013, versus 39,890,718 in 2012. Net income 

for the year increases the operating fund (un-

restricted equity) by NOK 2,380,992 to NOK 

5,518,515, while the project fund remains un-

changed at NOK 15,942,824. RFN has no mort-

gage debt, and the liquidity is sound. 

Oslo, June 4, 2014

REPORT FROM THE BOARD 2013
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Axel Borchgrevink
(Chair)

Maria Lundberg

Anne Hege Simonsen 
(Vice-Chair)

Trygve K. Norman

Regine Andersen

Dag Hareide
 (Executive Director)

Alvhild Hedstein

Jan Thomas Odegard

Anders Krogh
(Staff representative)

Jenny Skagestad
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Rainforest Foundation Norway is a member of the 
Norwegian Control Committee for Fundraising in Norway.
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Restricted funds (all values in NOK)  2013  2012 

The Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) 93 058 682 84 498 213

The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 29 141 509 28 599 285

Other grants 6 475 951 3 417 488

Generated funds

Rainforest Guardians (regular private donors) 5 972 946 5 146 808

Other individual contributions 1 968 810 1 894 401

Choice Hotels 3 011 980 2 715 888

Other contributions from business 519 314 566 931

Interest 646 829  725 288 

Total incoming resources 140 796 021  127 564 302 

Expenses

Procurement of funds 4 164 565  3 977 780 

RFN programs* 122 630 500  110 272 444 

Communication 2 737 067  3 521 266 

Administration/operations 8 882 897  9 066 463 

Total resources expended  138 415 029  126 837 953 

Activity profit/loss for the year 2 380 992  726 349 

* RFN programs 2013  2012 

Rights-based rainforest protection, the Amazon 17 307 793 12 853 432

Contiguous territories, the Amazon 26 982 878 26 480 819

Indigenous peoples’ rights 19 237 110 12 317 896

Rights-based rainforest protection, Africa 13 036 155 12 182 505

Rights-based rainforest protection, Asia and Oceania 23 600 547 22 459 439

Global policies for rainforest protection 8 191 840 6 181 394

Support for environmental organizations - 4 966 018

Climate and rainforest 14 274 177 12 830 941

Total projects 122 630 500 110 272 444



n Norad: 93.1 (66.1 %)
n The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MFA): 29.1 (20.7 %)
n Other grants: 6.5 (4.6 %)
n Own funds: 12.1 (8.6 %)

TOTAL INCOME: 140.8

n Procurement of funds: 4.2 (3.0 %)
n Projects: 122,6 (88.6 %)
n Communications: 2.7 (2.0 %)
n Administration: 8.9 (6.4 %)

TOTAL EXPENSES:  138.4

n The Amazon: 60.4 (49.3 %)
n Asia: 33.8 (27.6 %)
n Africa: 16.8 (13.7 %)
n Global: 11.6 (9.5 %)

TOTAL PROJECT RESOURCES: 122.6

n Rainforest Guardians: 6
n Business: 3,5
n Other:  2

TOTAL OWN FUNDS:  11.5

Where does the money 
come from?
All figures in million NOK

What is the money 
spent on?
All figures in million NOK

Where does the money go?
All figures in million NOK

Generated funds
All figures in million NOK

NORAD
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GUARDIANS
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Generating funds
rainforest foundation norway has built 
a position of trust and support among the 
Norwegian people. People engage in our 
issues, and, importantly, also show their 
engagement through financial support 
given to rainforest protection. RFN receives 
substantial public funding for our projects 
around the world. However, it is essential to 
also have solid income based on indepen-
dent fundraising. 

We have increased our efforts to enhance 
the public’s awareness of the importance of 
safeguarding the world’s rainforests. Aware-
ness stimulates the willingness to support 
our work, both morally and financially. A 
sense of commitment among broad layers 
of the population helps to shed light on our 
work and increases our political influence. 
We have two key sources of independent 
income: Rainforest Guardians and the bu-
siness community. 

rainforest guardians
A large number of private individuals 
and businesses choose to make a regular 
monthly donation to us. They make up 
our most important donor group, as they 
donate funds on a regular basis – general-
ly over many years. In the course of 2013, 
we recruited 723 new Rainforest Guardi-

ans – we now have a total of 5376 regular 
donors. The new Guardians have been re-
cruited through various channels, the most 
important being advertisements on various 
websites and our own platforms such as our 
website and our Facebook profile. We have 
also been successful in face-to-face recruit-
ment, as well as recruitment in conjunction 
with various events and lectures. Total inco-
me from Rainforest Guardians in 2013 was 
NOK 5,973,000. 

One of the aims of our fundraising stra-
tegy is to become as paperless as possible. 
We have therefore sought to make our fun-
draising from individual donors indepen-
dent of paper-based solutions, to the extent 
that this is achievable. With this in mind, we 
are encouraging our Rainforest Guardians 
to use Direct Debit, which at the same time 
provides us with a more predictable source 
of income. 

the business community
The business community is showing a gro-
wing interest in rainforest protection. In 
2013, private businesses provided us with 
NOK 3.5 million in financial contributions. 
Since 2008, we have maintained a close and 
important partnership with Nordic Choice 
Hotels. This is an exciting partnership that 

generates significant financial support for 
rainforest protection, while at the same 
time providing us with good visibility. For 
every guest-night, the hotel chain donates 
NOK 0.50 for rainforest protection. In 2013, 
this amounted to NOK 3 million. The funds 
are earmarked for projects in Peru and 
Papua New Guinea. 

In the course of 2013, we have developed 
new modes of collaboration with the busi-
ness community, all the while maintaining 
and enhancing partnerships that have las-
ted for a number of years. One such part-
ner is Solstad Shipping, which through its 
environmental program “Solstad Green 
Operations” seeks to reduce its greenhouse 
gas emissions, at the same time as making 
financial contributions to Rainforest Foun-
dation Norway. Dark Architects has chosen 
to enter into collaboration with us with the 
aim of enhancing the awareness of its em-
ployees around rainforest protection and av-
oiding the use of tropical woods. They make 
a regular annual donation to us. 

RFN also receives donations and support 
from other actors within the business com-
munity, contributing to our income.



Give a donation on www.rainforest.no/en

For more information, please visit www.rainforest.no/en
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